Tower final exam
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please address the following questions and save your reflections and responses as a Google Doc in the “Final” folder in the Drive under your name. Include your supporting documents in your folder as well.
What to include
What do you feel best represents your work this semester? Think of where you were at the beginning of the semester and where you are now and choose items that show your growth as a journalist. Please include the digital version (PDF, Google Doc, Word file, JPEG, etc.) of each item you choose in your folder within the “Final” folder on the Drive. 

You will need to choose five things from the following list to include in your folder:

Photography (JPEGs)
Design (PDFs)
Interviewing (audio files or scanned notes)
Multimedia presentation (URL that links to the presentation or file uploaded to Drive)
Writing (PDFs or Google Doc or Word file)
Organization/Leadership/Mentoring/Coaching (Explanation as a Google Doc or Word file)
Business work/ad sales/ad design (PDF or JPEG)
Other (Let me know if you have something else to include)

1. Reflect on each piece.
Walk me through the items in your folder and explain why each piece is included. Write a brief reflection on each piece (approximately one paragraph each). For instance, even if a photo isn’t as good as you wanted it to be, explain to me what technique you were trying to use. If an interview is particularly good, explain your technique or how you got the answers you did. If you learned something more recently and there is evidence you’ve incorporated that skill into your repertoire and gotten better, tell me (and show me). Be sure each reflection also comments on your growth, achievement and accomplishments this year (or lack thereof).

Here are a few examples that I would consider “A” work:

· I like this picture because it’s an action shot and the distracting background is eliminated as best as possible. I also like how if the face weren’t so dark you could easily tell who it was. If I could change anything about this photo I would slow the shutter/ close the aperture one or two stops so the players face wouldn't have been so dark. Also I wish I would’ve taken the photo a split second later so the players stick would’ve been cradled just a little bit to the side so you could see the ball. I feel like I’ve improved greatly as a photographer this year. I’ve learned how to use lighting and manual camera controls to create better and more creative photos. Considering I barely knew how to use a camera when I came into class, I’d say this is good growth.

· I’m in charge of putting the sports scores on the web. I made a chart consisting of the date, type of sport, opponent, and the score. Then I have a person on each varsity team text me their score and I then put the scores on the website. This job taught me how to add to and edit the web, and also bettered my “people skills”. This job gave me the ability to get more aquatinted with our website, but also allowed me to use my organization skills. When I first entered Tower, I was shy and had no idea how to use WordPress. Over the course of the year, I’ve learned how to post stories using WordPress as well as how to change layouts and color schemes within the program. In addition, I feel much more comfortable working with and talking to people I don’t know. This class has helped me improve in both of these categories.

· This piece was the first piece I wrote for The Tower.  It is included it show my improvement from the beginning of the year to now.  At the time that I wrote this, I didn’t really know how to write a feature article.  The quotes in this article were weak because my interviewing skills were weak.   I also think that I could have picked a more unique topic than shopping, which is a pretty general.  But there were a couple of positive aspects about this story.  I liked the word choice that I had used and liked the ending quote.  Since the beginning of the year, I have improved a lot in my interviewing skills by learning how to get a good interview from older staff members.  I learned that I should ask concise questions to get the answers that I want. And I learned that follow-up questions and follow-up interviews will almost always make a story better. I’m kind of embarrassed about how I used to interview people and know I’ve gotten a lot better at this since I first joined staff.

2. Reflect on your goals from first semester.

What were your goals last semester (see the midterm folder on the Drive)? List them. Now reflect on them. What goals did you meet and which ones did you not meet? Write about meeting and/or not meeting your goals. How were you able to meet the ones you did meet and what kept you from meeting the ones you didn’t meet? What would you do differently to meet these goals if you could do it all over again? This should be about a paragraph.

Here’s an example that I would consider “A” work:

Last semester I set a goal to write three stories per marking period as well as do four markups and come after school for five hours total. First marking period I did write three stories, but second marking period, I only wrote two. I’m a junior. I got caught up in testing and AP classes and should have planned my time better. I’m 90 percent satisfied but could have written six total stories if I would have planned my time better. I did four mark ups, so I’m fine there. I only came after school for two hours, however. Again, I let my other commitments take the place of the other three hours I wanted to put in. It was a matter of poor time management and being stretched too thin in my other classes that caused me to miss this goal. Better time management and less procrastination would have helped solve my problem here. 


